COURSE OUTLINE

Title:  American Film
Course Number:
IMS-195


Credits: 

4

Date:


December 2007
Institution:


Clackamas Community College
Outline Developed By:
English Department, Sue Mach
Type of Program:

Lower Division Transfer
Course Description:

This course will focus on the history and theory of American filmmaking from 1895 to the present.

Course Objectives:


This course will examine how film affects American culture, and American culture affects film.  Cinema will be viewed as an art form worthy of critical and historical analysis.

Student Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1.
Demonstrate an understanding of the “vocabulary” of filmmaking.

2.  
Display a broad knowledge of the history of American film.

3.
Exhibit command of the MLA research process.

4. Reveal comprehension of critical film theory.

5.  
Demonstrate the ability to analyze and critique film.

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours.

Prerequisites:
Recommended placement in RD-115 and WR-121.
Course Grading:
Letter grade (A-F)
Required Texts: 
Jack C. Ellis and Virginia Wright, A History of Film, fifth edition.

Major Topic Outline:

1.  Birth and Childhood of a New Art:  1895-1914.

2.  Rise of the American Film: 1914-1919.

3.  Hollywood in the Twenties:  1919-1929.

4.  Hollywood in the Thirties and Forties:  1929-1945.

5.  Hollywood in Transition:  1945-1962.

6.  American Reemergence:  1963-1974.

7.  Here and Now:  1975-Present.

